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     Another successful year for the WDS was brought to an end with our Annual 
Meeting on October 24, 2009.  The Fitchburg Community Center offered a wonderful site, 
and the beautiful weather just added to an already delightful event.

     The meeting began with a delicious meal.  After we had the opportunity to share 
food, and conversation with our membership, Conrad Wrzesinski called the business 
part of the meeting to order.  He welcomed everyone to the meeting, particularly the new 
members.  He shared that once again, the WDS membership had set a new record, with 
120 signing up to attend the Annual Meeting.  He also complimented the membership on 
their involvement with the club.  To prove his point, he had all members stand that were 
involved in any committee or project regarding WDS.  Upon viewing the room, very few 
people were seated-perhaps new members?  He thanked everyone for their support.

     He also shared the names of Janet Gordon, Vaughan James, and Diane Scharkey 
as being members willing to serve as WDS Board members. The membership approved 
the slate. 

     Upon completion of that portion of the meeting, Barry Rowe drew tickets for 
door prizes.  Because of the generosity of our membership, 25% of those attending went 
home with a new plant.

     The highlight of the afternoon was a presentation by Paul Owen of “The Slightly 
Different Nursery”.  Aided with Southern humor and beautiful slides, Paul shared the 
evolution of his hybridizing program and some of his success stories.  As he specializes 
in daylilies that are Northern cold tolerant and drought resistant, many were intrigued by 
what he had to say.  Seeing the slides, it was hard to argue with his success!  After his 
presentation, he was kind enough to auction off some of his recent introductions, with 
proceeds going to our club.

     The event ended on a very positive note.  What a way to end the year! 

                     WDS ANNUAL MEETING
A PERFECT ENDING TO A WONDERFUL YEAR!
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The WDS Board has approved a Club-sponsored Bus to travel to the Region 2 Summer Meeting being held in Wadsworth, OH 
from Friday, July16, thru Sunday, July 18, 2010.  The cost of the BUS TRANSPORTATION is $20—the WDS Treasury is subsidizing 
the rest of the cost.  At this point, THE TRIP IS AVAILABLE ONLY TO WDS MEMBERS.  In the spring of 2010 the board will de-
cide if we can offer the trip to non-club members at a price reflecting the actual per capita cost of the trip.  WDS Members, if you wish 
to reserve your spot on this bus, send $20 (Check or WDS Dollars) to our WDS Treasurer, Barry Rowe, 1850 Epworth Court, Madi-
son, WI 53705.  There will be a box lunch provided to riders both on the way to Ohio on Friday and on the way back on Sunday—the 
box lunches are included in your $20 bus trip cost!!  Additional details of the trip will be made available a little later.

The meeting schedule, registration information and hotel data is available at the Ohio Daylily Society website (www.ohio-
daylilysociety.org/2010.html).  Please remember that the $20 cost discussed above for the bus is just for the bus transportation (and 
lunches).  You must register for the Meeting and make hotel reservations and those payments on your own.  Even though there are two 
hotels to choose from, most of the meetings and banquets, etc, will be held in the Ramada Limited Hotel and it costs less.

If you have questions, please contact trip coordinator, John Sheehan at johnsheehan@charter.net or at 608-274-4921. The WDS 
Website has a bus trip application form that can be downloaded and printed out (and which should be mailed to Barry Rowe with pay-
ment for the bus trip.

BUS TRIP TO 2010
AHS SUMMER MEETING

On Saturday, 15-May-2010, Bob Faulkner from Natural Selection Daylilies of Dayton, Ohio will travel to Madison to speak to 
us.  The Meeting will be held at Savanna Oaks Middle School located on 5890 Lacy Road in Fitchburg starting at 1:00 PM.   Be sure 
to notice that this is a new meeting site for us—our usual venues were not available.

Since 1995 Bob has been hybridizing daylilies, both diploid and tetraploid, which will thrive in the north.  Lately, he has been 
focusing on patterned flowers which are attracting a lot of interest by folks from the north and the south.  Hopefully, his website will 
be updated in the next few months to show his newest introductions and seedlings.           
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