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Ballots fairly flew around the room, one right after the other, for: 1 – the recipient of our 5% Sale Donation; 2 – the WDS Popu-
larity Pole; 3 – the Board Elections; and 4 – Amendments to the WDS Bylaws.  The results of all this voting was: 1 – Madison Area 
Master Gardeners Association; 2 – to be announced in this newsletter; 3 – the incumbents (John Sheehan and yours truly) and the two 
newcomers (Diane Goodman and June Johnson) overpowered the competition to win (just kidding – four spots were open and four 
people ran so it worked out nicely); and 4 – the changes passed overwhelmingly.

Once this flurry of paperwork calmed down, John Sheehan, Chair of the 2008 Summer Meeting, recapped the progress made 
so far (a great deal!) and delineated the work yet to be done (a GREAT DEAL MORE!!!!!).  He also put in a plea for more volunteers 
and emphasized what a mammoth undertaking such a shindig is, so the more the merrier in terms of warm bodies to share the load.  [I 
urge any and all to sign up for duty as this will be a classy event and a stellar showcase for our Society.]

Let’s all thank Conrad Wrzesinski, John Sheehan, and Kathi Dwelle for their outstanding and myriad efforts in putting together 
this fine event.  They have set the bar high for next year’s meeting.

Then it was time for the featured guest, hybridizer Karol Emmerich, who was 
greeted with a burst of loud applause.  Karol was a lively, enthusiastic and entertain-
ing speaker who came to her love for the lovely hemerocallis a mere blip-in-time 
ago (circa 1992).  She fell so hard, though, that she left a very successful 21year 
business career she loved to chase her new paramour with all that her slight build 
could muster.  In the beginning, all she wanted to accomplish was “plant a garden 
around the pergola at the front of the house”.  The following year all she wanted 
to accomplish was “paint the end of her cul-de-sac with flowers”.  When the hem 
bug bit her in earnest, her horizons exponentially expanded and all she wanted to 
accomplish was “paint the world with daylilies”.  And she is making vast strides in 
reaching that goal by painstakingly cultivating acres of seeds which she evaluates 
exactingly in her efforts to produce northern hardy, specially named daylilies (none 

All of these dedicated efforts have resulted in some truly excellent cultivars springing 
up from her lines.  Who isn’t familiar with her rose-purple, dark eyed and edged creation H. 
‘Enduring Freedom’?  Want bold eyes?  Try her H. ‘Moses In The Bullrushes’ or H. ‘Storm 
Shelter’.  Edges?  Try her H. ‘Heartbeat Of Heaven’.  How about ruffles?  Try her H. ‘Secret Of 
Contentment’.  She has based her program on good genetics and not focused on simply creat-
ing a pretty face.  That has lead to strong AND beautiful plants that work in the harsh climate of 
Zone 5.  Karol tests her plants outdoors at her Minnesota gardens and surviving a mild winter 
does not count.  She will be the first to tell you not to buy a specific cultivar of hers if she thinks 
its survival in your area is iffy.  She summed up her presentation with a peak at what she is cur-
rently developing.  As she said, and her pictures showed, “The future is bright!”  And it’s VERY 
bright for 12 of our lucky members who won gift certificates from her Springwood Gardens.  
The rest of us just basked in the glow of her upbeat manner and slides of her wonderful cre-
ations while discretely wiping the drool from our chins.

                                                                                  of those slightly off-color or suggestive monikers for her beauties).  She started                                                                                             
                                                                            buying better quality parents who injected better genetic material into her lines.  When 
she wanted to learn more, she apprenticed with Larry Grace and actually lived near him in the south for months at a time.  When she 
needed more room for her babies, she bought a 110 acre tract of land that included a defunct quarry.  When she wanted to speed up 
her program, she built a humongous greenhouse.  When land needed to be reclaimed from the dead quarry, a highway crew was hired 
to get the job done fast!

       L-R:  Conrad Wrzesinski, Karol Emmerich,                       
and John Sheehan at the Annual Meet.            
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Karol’s Englerth 2007 winner and 
2008 Introduction, H. ‘Creation 
Rejoices’

Let’s all thank Conrad Wrzesinski, John Sheehan, and Kathi Dwelle for their outstanding and myriad efforts in putting together 
this fine event.  They have set the bar high for next year’s meeting.

Editor’s Note:  Just want to be sure you notice that all 
but one of the articles in this Newsletter were written by our 
wonderful members.  It certainly has made my job easier 
and I know it has provided an interesting read for all of you. 
My sincerest thanks to all.




